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Marquesans in the Typee Criticism

HiraNO, Harumi

Abstruct

Melville’s first novel Typee is an animated narrative of a cross-cultural experience of a young
American in the South Pacific. The Typee criticism written in English in the 19th and 20th cen-
turies, especially on the issue of primitivism, reminds us of the different statements made by the
Pequod crews looking at the same doubloon. The reading of the book itself is a way of encounter-
ing the Marquesan people, and the reviewers and critics have interpreted them in various ways,
such as “the inhabitants of the garden of Eden” or “depraved cruel savages” in the 19th century
and even the “uncreate” in the 20th century. The purpose of this treatise is the discussion of the
19th century interpretations and see their historical and ideological perspctives on the subject.
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This is one of the most delightful and well written narratives that ever came from an Amer-
ican pen ; nor could a fresh, graceful and animated style be more fortunately furnished with a
suitable theme to set it off to best advantage.

GETTAVAADFICESD, bo b bHMES L I RTAELNIbOOVEDOTH
b, FLHEETHMRT LESEESE LY, ChblbhvEEicEInzhiEo
2T —XEH/LILR, BAOFIEEZ>TVRS.S

EPCIE, WEXHBIUOT AV DAL 74 7 Y BE, MR ER, W EHEICo»
ThLWHEH 2SRE ISR SN TV B I2b 20 b 6, KEFEOMEO—#EFEIIE, DL LI
KLGAME LTRZIFANS NI, 7T AT Y N DGentleman’s MagazineDFE 6, % DE5
Wb oTL 5.

The whole narrative is most interesting, most affecting, and most romantic. Ah! thou
gentle and too enchanting Fayaway, what has become of thee ?
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Typee, in fact, is a happy hit which ever way you look at it, whether as travels, romance, poet-
ry or humor. It has a sufficiency of all of these to be one of the most agreeable, readable
books of the day. Curiosity is piqued, good sense flattered; there is a dash of romantic
Rousseauism, with now and then a shadow of Cannibal as a corrective.
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We are once more at anchor. Yesterday at twelve o'clock, just after worship, Huahuka,
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the most eastern island of the Washington group was descried on our lee bow, thirty miles dis-
tant. We at once bore down for it, and weathering the southeast point, coasted for a distance
of fifteen miles closely along its southern shore.  On this side, it seemed lofty, precipitous, and
barren—too much so we judged to be-inhabited : its greatest height was estimated at fifteen
hundred or two thousand feet."”
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....Soon, other evidences of our vicinity to the land were apparent, and it was not long
before the glad announcement of its being in sight was heard from aloft, — given with that
_peculiar prolongation of sound that a sailor loves— ‘Land ho!’

The captain, darting on deck from the cabin, bawled lustily for his spy-glass ; the mate in
still louder accents hailed the masthead with a tremendous ‘where-away ?’ The black cook
thrust his woolly head from the galley, and Boatswain, the dog, leaped up between the knight-
heads, and barked most furiously. Land ho ! Aye, there it was. A hardly perceptible blue
irregular outline, indicating the bold contour of the lofty heights of Nukuheva.*®
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