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Studies on Peat Humic Acid. II

Mitsuo SASAKI
Hiroshi OkA

Abstract

For the investigation of chemical proparties and structure of peat humic acid, we have
compared natural humic acid with the humic acid treated with oxidizing reagents, by the
aid of the infrared spectrophotometric analysis and chemical analysis.

In this case, the oxidation of humic acid was carried out with H,O, ag. and HNO; aq..

The results of the above researches were as follows.

By oxidation with H,0, and HNO, aq., humic acid was not converted step by step to
low molecular humic acid but the oxidized part of humic acid was converted to oxalic acid,
CO, gas, and soluble organic substances in water.
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