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Impact on U.S. Diplomacy based on the Relationship between
the American President and Secretary of State

Homma, Keiichi
Abstract

The United States is a world superpower which exerts great
influence diplomatically. However, this influence has not resulted in great
diplomatic achievements so far. For example, the USA could not get
worldwide cooperation to support the Irag War in 2003. Although there
are several reasons, | would like to research how the relationship between
the American President and the Secretary of State has an impact on the
outcome of diplomacy. C-SPAN conducted a survey in which 142
historians or professors rated each president in 10 categories including
foreign relations. According to this result, the highest ranking president
in terms of foreign relations after World War Two was Dwight Eisenhower
and the worst was Donald Trump. Eisenhower had a good relationship with
his Secretary John Foster Dulles and Trump fired Secretary Rex Tillerson,
reflecting their cold relations. The historical data or documents show that
the higher the ranking, the better the relationship between the President
and Secretary of State. One of the reasons is that a bad relationship would
make the President inaccessible to the abundant human and/or secret
resources of the State Department. A bad relationship may also hamper
the efficient cooperation within the National Security Council, in which
the Secretary of State participates. In order to analyze the results of
diplomacy of the Biden administration, it is important to examine the
relationship between President Biden and Antony Blinken, the current
Secretary of State.
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